
SSHA Treasurers Report –September 2009


The previous quarter has been extremely busy for the treasurer. This is the one quarter of the year when there is frantic activity with delegates booking for conference and money coming in from trusts around the country. We have 85 delegates this year attending Brighton from around 125 in Newcastle in 2008. This was partly due to the recession with many delegates reporting greater difficulty obtaining funding from managers. NPC tried to anticipate this by keeping as close to cost price for conference and not increasing prices from the previous year.

This has been further complicated by the Hilton Group who have insisted on charging us 90% of the cost for unoccupied rooms - even though we gave 6 weeks’ notice that we wouldn’t require them. Afra Barret – conference organiser, negotiated a reduction in the food that was to be charged with the unoccupied rooms and this has resulted in a saving of around £700. Full cost of this loss can only be stated when all accounts have been settled following conference.

Afra wrote a very articulate letter to the conference manager stating our case as a small professional group to little avail. We were tied by contract to pay for the agreed number of rooms.

I would like to extend my thanks to Afra and Andy in particular for their support in organising this year’s conference. Although there were fewer delegates this year – in many ways the process for me was very much more stressful! Mainly due to work related factors and lack of time.

Continued thanks go to Gill Bell, Janine Roderick and Sandra Robinson and the other facilitators for their continued hard work, organising MI Study days. The next planned study days have been advertised and due to go ahead from Oct 09. 

Co-operative bank account - £17,576.0 1

Unity bank account - £403.50

This should give us enough money to pay the hotel bill for this year’s conference and settle any unexpected last minute expenses. As a Society we should also have enough in the account to agree appropriate remuneration for Paul Madden – who has worked hard to produce the format for our new website.

We are expecting a further £13,900 pounds from trusts and delegates who haven’t settled their accounts with us. Such a poor response to this year’s conference may call into question our ability to fund 4 council members to conference in future, (6.4% of the total cost of conference) or whether we can have yearly conferences on this scale which sustain a loss.

I have started the process of approaching companies for sponsorship for an unspecified educational bursary. One company – MEDA are extremely interested in having links with us and more companies could follow. Ten companies each sponsoring for £1000 on a yearly basis would help greatly with our bank balance.

The three areas I see benefitting from sponsorship would be maintaining and updating the website, the manual and having a sum of money for an educational bursary/ research grant for HA’s. 
